MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 9, 1981
The first regular meeting of the Faculty Senate of 1981-82 academic year was called to
order by Chairman Robert B. Patterson at 3:38 p.m.
I.
Chair
Rules on
Quorum
Called
After the
Fact

Approval of Minutes.

CHAIRMAN PATTERSON submitted the minutes of the previous Faculty Senate meeting of
July 7, 1981 for approval. PROFESSOR WILLIAM ECCLES, ENGINEERING, stated in his review of the
record of attendance there was not a quorum present and queried whether or not the actions therefore of that meeting could be accepted. The CHAIR ruled that a quorum called after the fact
is out of order. There were no further comments or corrections and the CHAIR declared the
minutes approved as submitted.
CHAIRMAN PATTERSON acknowledged the honor awarded him by election to his 6ffice and
recognized his debt to his predecessors.

New AppointThe CHAIRMAN announced two appointments to open seats on the Faculty Senate Steering
ments to
Committee:
Professor Robert Feli x , Law, and Professor Donald Greiner, Engl _ish.
Steering
Committee
II. Reports of Officers.
Associate Provost Stephen H. Ackerman:
Revision of
Faculty
Manual
Suggestions
Solicited

DR. ACKERMAN requested the assistance of the Senators and their colleagues throughout
the University in the publication of a ne1~ Faculty Manual. Specifically, DR. ACKERMAN explained
that the goal is to have a new Manual early in 1982 which incorporates not only changes as the
result of faculty actions over the past several years, but also suggestions brought to his
attention by the faculty. Therefore, he solicited suggestions be directed to him, in writing,
including appropriate page and paragraph citations.
III.
A.

Faculty
Committee
Nomi nations

Reports of Committees.

Faculty Senate Steering Committee:

The SECRETARY reported to the Senate the names of faculty nominated by the Committee
for faculty committee vacancies as follows:
Athlet ic Advisory Committee
Professor Benjamin Franklin, English - 1 year term
Grievance Committee
Professor F. Patrick Hubbard, Law - 3 year term
Honorary Degrees Committee
Professor Matthew Bruccoli, English - 3 year term
Professor Oswald F. Schuette, Physics and Astronomy - 3 year term
The CHAIRMAN opened the floor for additional nominations.

There were none forth-

coming at this time.
B.

Grade Change Committee, Professor Keith Berkeley, Chairman:

Before moving his report for consideration, PROFESSOR BERKELEY explained that there
are new forms now required for the submission of requests for grade changes. He requested
that the Senate take particular note of the fact that these new forms require more documentation than the previous form and that this documentation must include a detailed explanation of
why the change is being requested, for example, why an error was made in transcription. He also called
attention to the Committee's annual report and requested that any questions about this report be directed
to him or Committee members Philp or Shirley.
Explanation
of New
Forms

PROFESSOR BERKELEY moved the adoption of committee recommendations and they were
approved.
C.

Committee on Curricula and Courses, Professor John Safko, Chairman:

Before moving his report for consideration, PROFESSOR SAFKO called the Senate's
attention to the Committee's annual report and noted especially that the Committee actions had led to the
deletion of more courses than were added during the past year. All sections were approved with some
editorial changes and corrections being made in: HEDU 502, Applied Aspects of Human Nutrition; RELG 435,

M-1

Space, Time, and the Knowledge of Spirit; ANUR 131, Introduction to Concepts and Practices of Nursing Care;
other ANUR designations; ANUR 232 Applications of Concepts and Practices of Nursing Care, III.
PROFESSOR RAY MOORE, GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, asked whether or not his
reading of the title RELG 435 as "Space, Time, and the Knowledge of Spirit" was correct. PROFESSOR SAFKO
responded both that the course had already been passed and this was the correct title.
IV.

Report of Secretary.

PROFESSOR GARDNER requested the Senators to report to him any inaccuracies they may
have noticed on the attendance roster and to make certain that their departmental representation is accurate.
PROFESSOR GARDNER then informed the Senate of his awareness of the high standards set in recent years by
Faculty -Secretaries Peter Becker, Gunther Holst, and David Husband and stated his desire to live up to
these standards. The SECRETARY solicited suggestions from the Senators with respect to the minutes.
V.

Unfinished Business.

There were no remarks under Unfinished Business.
VI.

New Business.

PROFESSOR DONALD G. TURNER, EDUCATION, made reference to the minutes of July 7, 1981
meeting of the Faculty Senate and specifically a discussion there of a question raised concerning two faculty appointments in the College of Education. PROFESSOR TURNER stated that
the faculty of the Educational Administration Department "would like to have me read the
College's statement in order that this body might know the faculty involvement in one of these appointments".
The statement read by Professor Turner was as follows:

Statement
on Faculty
Appointment

The faculty of the department involved
examined the credentials of one of the
appointees and recommended that he be
accepted as a faculty member in the tenure
track but not with tenure. The granting
of tenure was an administrative decision.
PROFESSOR RAY MOORE, GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, asked whether or not the
assumption could be made that on the other appointment no such consultation had taken place. PROFESSOR
TURNER responded "I cannot answer that."
Spring
Schedule
Deadline
Ref erred
to FAC

PROFESSOR GLENN ABERNATHY, GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, brought to the
Senate's attention the matter of the deadline for the submission of the spring schedule which
has "crept up from the lst of December years ago" to September 11, 1981. He explained certain
problems this was causing some departments and moved that the Faculty Advisory Committee take
this under consideration to"see what can be done about having a little more lead time on
preparing our schedules."

The CHAIR obtained Professor Abernathy's permission to have this matter referred to
the Faculty Advisory Committee.
Faculty
Input on
Commencement
Speakers

PROFESSOR HAL FRENCH, RELIGIOUS STUDIES, raised a question regarding the extent of
faculty input into the selection of speakers for Commencement. PROFESSOR FRENCH registered
his dissatisfaction with this summer's Commencement address and stated his opinion that "politics are out of place in the classroom and even more so for a special educational offering as
this where there is no opportunity for rejoinder."

FAC to
Study
Organization of
Public
Employees

PROFESSOR RAY MOORE, GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, requested the Chair to request the Faculty Welfare Committee to make a report to the Senate prior to the end of the year
"on the general status of the law in the state of South Carolina as to organization of public
employees with special pertinence to people in education . . . . and what information is available on differentials between organized and unorganized faculty." The Chair referred this to
the Faculty Welfare Committee.

PROFESSOR SANDRA LANGER, ART, informed the Senate of her department's concern about
liability from lawsuits arising out of class field trips and made particular reference to
financial hardships being incurred as a result by one member of her department. She requested
that the matter of faculty protection in such instances and University insurance coverage
afforded, be investiqated by the Faculty Welfare Committee. The chair referred the matter
to the Faculty Welfare Committee, PROFESSOR BRUCE COULL, BIOLOGY AND MARINE SCIENCE, encouraged the Committee to look into this and informed the Senate of the practice of his department of obtaining signed release
forms from students upon advice of the University Legal Counsel.

FWC to
Study
Liability
Coverage
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FAC to
Study
Priority
Drop-Add
Day Problems

PROFESSOR GLENN ABERNATHY GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, informed the Senate
that his department would like the Faculty Advisory Committee to look into the matter of students being added on priority drop-add day in such numbers to exceed the requested maximum
enrollment. The CHAIR referred this matter to the Faculty Advisory Committee.
VII.

Good of the Order.

There were no remarks under Good of the Order.
VIII.
Faculty
Committee
Members
Elected

Announcements.

...

The SECRETARY read again the names of faculty nominated by the Faculty Senate Steering
Committee to fill committee vacancies. The CHAIR hearing no additional nominations from the
floor declared the following elected:
Athletic Advisory Committee
Professor Benjamin Franklin, English - l year term
Grievance Committee
Professor F. Patrick Hubbard, 3 year term
Honorary Degrees Committee
Professor Matthew Bruccoli, English - 3 year term
Professor Oswald F. Schuette, Physics and Astronomy - 3 year term
The meeting was adjourned at 4:03 p.m.
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